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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS: 


With all the changes taking place in the transport system at 
the moment, the one that has most people talking is the new col- 
our scheme for the locos. After three decades of blue and gold, 
the new admistration has decided it is time for a change. Y146 
!came out of Bendigo Workshops in July with the cab and long 
end nose painted orange and the body painted grey. At Dynon 
Loco it bought many comments from great, different, to some we 
could not print here. X47 is at Dynon at the time of going to print 
and it will come out with the new scheme and it should give our 
country members a chance to have a look at it.-It is believed that 
/one member of each class of loco is to receive the new colours to 
gauge how it will go. When the B class first came out in 
tangerine it caused quite a stir, A B not in blue and gold just does 

not seem like a B anymore. With so much orange paint being 
_used by the STA, one wonders why it was not kept as part of the 
new MTA colours with so many trains and trams already in it. 


Front Cover: In the twilight of the Tait train era, we see 


471M crossing Kororoit Creek with the Altona - Newport 
shuttle. 29.7.79. (Des Jowett) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 
Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 
May - April — $17.00 
November - April — $9.00 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


-Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway hap- 
-penings and related items. Opinions expressed in Newsrail 
are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its members. 
Material published in Newsrail may be reproduced with 
acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. All articles and 
illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
publisher. ISSN 0310-7477. 


At the moment we are having trouble meeting the 
monthly deadline for Newsrail as our supply of 
articles and photos have nearly run out. We appeal 
to all our readers for material so that we can keep 
your magazine on a monthly basis. 


Opposite above: E1104-1110 wait in the sun as ma | 
crew has a talk to the local station staff, Upper Fern 
Tree Gully on Fri.19.10.78. The goods now only runs to 
Bayswater. (Harry Williams) 


Opposite below: Due to a loco shortage on 23.3.74, 
T409-411 was used on the Up Spirit of Progress seen 
crossing the North Melbourne Flyover at journey’s end. 
With through running of SRA of NSW locos the T class 
are used to bank trains or on the Ford car trains. 
(Neville Mann) 
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Episodes in Locomotive History 


LATE J C M ROLLAND 


Kerang and Koondrook Tramway’s Sentinel loco on the “Tram” at Kerang in January, 1934. (John Buckland) 


This article was written early in 1941], 

As the big 260-ton ‘‘H’’ class locomotive is just 
being launched from Newport Workshops, there is to 
be seen at the far end of the State an 80-year-old 
engine in the process of scrapping — and one wonders 
how many persons have any idea of how interesting 
the life history of many locomotives can be — at least 
to those who care. — 

On the river bank at Mildura during the last few 
weeks, passers by have seen the gradual breaking up of 
the engines of the steamboat Canally but few would 
recognise in these the remaining parts of a Victorian 
Railways freight engine whose birthday was in 1862 
and birth place the works of the famous firm of Robert 
Stephenson & Co, of Newcastle upon Tyne. She was 
No.57 of the ‘‘O”’ class — six-coupled engines 
imported to run on the newly-built or building main 
lines to Bendigo, Seymour and Geelong - Ballarat. In 
her railway life of 50 years (the sale took place in 1912) 
she probably ran well over a million miles in the 
development of Victorian transport. 

It is therefore not surprising that a poetically-minded 
Mildura friend writes: ‘‘It was not without emotion 
that one reflected on its busy life, begun long before 
the great town just across the broad river had even 
been conceived in the brains of the pioneer planners 
and then pictured its being chained, like Samson at the 
mill, to labour in the bowels of the Canally. 

Long ago the 57 was working into Swan Hill but with 
no one for-seeing that some day she would herself be 
slaving on the passing river and it is rather a coinci- 
dence that her tender was bought by the Kerang and 
Koondrook Tramway (actually the Swan Hill Shire) to 
work with another old Stephenson engine they had. So 
that one can picture the veteran engine on the Canally 
plugging up and down the Murray while her erstwhile 
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tender watched her under the gum trees of 


Koondrook. 


Mention of the Koondrook engine leads to another 
round of history. Tasmania’s first line, like Victoria’s, 
was built to 5 ft. 3 in. gauge. This was the Launceston 
and Western Railway from Launceston to Deloraine, 
and was built by the well-known contractors, Overend 
and Robb, who took two early Victorian engines over 
to work on the construction. The company itself, 
imported four 4-4-0 Tank engines from Stephenson’s 
in 1869-70 and when the line was taken over by the 
Tasmanian Government and converted to standard 3 
ft. 6 in. gauge, the four unwanted engines came across 
Bass Strait, and their subsequent history, though a lit- 
tle fragmentary, gives a good instance of the varied 
adventures that may occur to a locomotive. 


Of these Tasmanian ‘‘cast-offs’ it was No.4 that 
went to Koondrook in 1895. She was christened at a 
special ceremony at Kerang by Miss Dunstan, 
daughter of the Shire President, and given with some 
prophetic insight, the name Federal. On this small line 
the engine with the companionship of 57’s tender 
worked till 1922, when she came to Newport for break- 
ing up. 

Of No.3 no record is available — yet — but the 
writer recalls a trip to the Spottiswoode Pumping Sta- 
tion of the MMBW and a trip under the Yarra through 
the sewerage tunnel then building. On the job above 
was an old engine working a stone crusher and with the 
name “‘L & W Ry No.2”’ painted on its sides and the 
Stephenson work’s No.1915, the identification being 
clear. 


Perhaps the record of No.1 is most interesting. She 
found her way to the coalfields of Western Port to 
work the line of the Great Victoria Colliery Co, from 
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its mine at Woolamai to a jetty at Queensferry. Unfor- 
tunately the venture was not long lived and for many 
years the old engine was shedded at Queensferry. 
When, in 1910 the railways opened the line to Nyora 
from the coalfields, Messrs Smith & Timms purchased 
the engine, had it conveyed to Woolamai and thence to 
Melbourne by rail. There it was done up, painted and 
named Gawler by Kelly & Lewis and then sent across 
to Gawler, SA to work for its new owners on the con- 
struction of the line to Angaston. On the completion 
the SAR bought her and gave it the class and number 
“QO” 204. It was finally broken up at Islington shops in 
1930. 


The mention of the naming of this engine Gawler 
calls attention to the practice of continually rechristen- 
ing the contractors’ engines with names to suit the new 
job. Whilst it may have appealed to the local sentiment, 
it has made the historian’s work of tracing the engines 
often exceedingly difficult. 


It has already been noted that two engines went 
from Victoria to work on the construction of the Laun- 
ceston and Western Railway and on the job, following 
custom, they were named Launceston and Deloraine. 
All evidence available points to the probability of their 
being the Bendigo and Echuca, which latter was 
originally christened (though wrongly) ‘‘First Vic- 
torian’’, having been built in 1862 by Enoch Chambers 
in Little Collins St from duplicate parts (allegedly) off 
Stephenson No.1377 — imported by Cornish & Bruce, 
contractors. 


Some time after their return from Tasmania, the 
same contractors built the line from Ararat to 
Hamilton and these two engines, now known as the 
“Pioneer’’ and the ‘‘Victorian’’ were sent up there and 
‘in due course gained considerable notoriety by collid- 
ing distressfully near Dunkeld in 1877. Finally Pioneer 
was sent by rail to Echuca and thence by river steamer 
to North-west Bend (now Morgan) where the same 
firm had still another contract. From there, possibly in 
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clouds generated by another change of name, she 
vanished. 

The Kerang & Koondrook line deserve a special 
place in such records for, of the six engines they have 
owned, five were purchased secondhand, and 
therefore came with a history. They commenced with a 
real veteran in 1889 — the Titania which the Geelong 
& Melbourne Co. had imported from Stephenson’s in 
1855 as a rather dainty looking engine with a single pair 
of drivers. In due course she passed to the Govern- 
ment and whilst engaged in its service was converted to 
a rather ugly little drudge with 6 small coupled wheels 
and numbered ‘‘34’’. Even after 34 years in the larger 
service and 14-15 on the Koondrook track, still 
another field of service opened as it went to work then 
for the Sunshine Harvester Co as yard shunter in 1903. 
They at long last scrapped it in 1910. 

The next engine procured by the line was the 
Tasmanian: Then, in 1903, recourse was again had to 
the Victorian Railways who disposed of No.124 ‘‘K”’ to 
the K & K line (a certain appropriateness). She was a 
small 2-4-0 light line engine built by the Phoenix 
Foundry Co, Ballarat in 1874 (works No.26) and lasted 
till 1922, when she accompanied Federal to Newport 
for breaking up. Meanwhile, in 1920 and 1921 two 
more Victorian engines built by Phoenix Foundry were 
added to the stock, 122 ‘‘D”’ a 4-4-0, built in 1888 
(No.217) and 267 ‘“‘T” a 0-6-0 built 1884 (No.145) 
and these are still at Koondrook, though the former 
has not been in use for some years and the latter is now 
running with the ‘‘D’’ tender. Fair exchange is no rob- 
bery ... 

Their latest purchase, this time not secondhand, was 
a new engine of special type — a 0-4-0 chain driven 
engine imported from the Sentinel Wagon Works, 
Shewsbury, England, in 1926. Perhaps as a demonstra- 
tion of reciprocity this little engine was given a try-out 
on the sharp curves at the Railways Newport Power 
Station before running to Kerang under her own 
power. 


No. 267T running as a “single” 2-2-2 during 1943. The tender ex 122D is also in use. (John Buckland) 
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Above: Geelong and Melbourne Railway Co loco built by 


Robert Stephenson and Co, No. 1006, in 1855 named 
“Titania” — as VR “single” No. 34 before rebuilding to 0-6-0 


WT at Williamstown Workshops in 1872. (VicRail photo) 


“TITANIA” 
AS REBUILT Below: No. 34 after its rebuild to a 0-6-0 WT in 1872, seen 
working at H V McKays Sunshine Harvester Works where it 


operated from 1903 until 1910. (John Buckland collection) 
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Tait Train Preservation 


GOVERNMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN 
ELECTRIC TRAIN PRESERVATION 


(‘“DOGGIES AND TAITS FOR-EVER”’) 


The Minister for Transport, Mr Steve Crabb has 

announced that a suburban 4-car Tait set will be 
retained in operable condition for tourist and similar 
activities and this equipment could also be made 
available for use by the various enthusiast groups on a 
normal charter basis. 
- The four vehicles selected will be the only Tait stock 
‘to be retained in operational condition and any other 
Tait cars which may be set aside will only be available 
for static display purposes. 

The selection of the vehicles to be retained is subject 
‘to the Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Department cer- 
tifying they are structurally sound and suitable for con- 
tinued operation. 

The State Government has also given favourable 
consideration towards accepting responsibility for the 


‘restoration of a 3-car Swing-door set. 
| 


| 
HEARTENING NEWS FOR HONORARY 
-PRESERVATIONISTS 


The announcement has greatly boosted the morale 
of Victoria’s volunteer preservationists who initiated 
‘retention of redundant suburban electric rollingstock 
‘back i in 1967. Now, 16 years later their dedication and 
‘patience has been rewarded beyond their wildest 

‘dreams — just like winning Tattslotto! 

On July 1, the first day of the newly established State 
Transport Authority, by invitation, Steamrail Chair- 
man Ted Godwin, ElecRail Branch Manager Don Potts 

and Restoration Managers Tom and Kevin Clark met 

the STA Chief General Manager Operations Mr John 
Hearsch at Head Office to discuss the future of electric 
train preservation. 

The Tait Train restoration will be undertaken at 
| country railway workshops where craftsmen 
experienced in wooden carriage work are still available. 
| The high standard of their skills is evidenced by the 
‘immaculate condition of airconditioned BE country 

economy class carriages recently refurbished and 
returned to service as first class AE cars. 

Restoration of the 73 year-old Taits will include 
removal of the exterior sheet metal covers over win- 
dows adjacent to the sliding door recess, a modification 
of the 1970s. The suggested color scheme is Rose Red, 
less vivid than the current VR Car Red, with 
Moonstone Grey along the sides at window level and 
black lines separating the two main colors. These colors 
were in vogue from 1936 until the present livery came 
into being with the introduction one one-class subur- 
ban fares in 1958. At times of paint shortages during 
the post-war period some cars received a coat of Che- 
rry Red. 

ElecRail also recommended that an additional four 
Tait cars be retained at least for the time being to cover 
any future eventuality including capacity to accommo- 
date heavy patronage in an era when nostalgia is 
becoming an increasingly popular past-time. There is 
also the need to provide for accidents, fires and vandal- 
ism. The latter was clearly demonstrated on Sth July 
when school age children caused considerable damage 
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to retained electric and steam stock at the Steamrail 
Depot, Newport. 

In negotiations which have extended over the last 12 
months ElecRail suggested that a Tait set be retained 
not only for the enthusiasts but also historical occa- 
sions such as the Australia Day Transport Pageant, 
film making and television purposes. A parallel may be 
compared with the popularity by the public in travelling 
on vintage tourist trams operated by the Tramway’s 
Board on behalf of the Victorian Tourist Authority. 
The Government has agreed that the Tait train be 
restored and operated by the railways for the Tourist 
Authority. It is not expected that the restored Tait set 
will make its debut until after regular Tait services 
cease in 1985. 


SWING-DOOR PARTNERSHIP 


The 3-car Swing-door set will comprise electric 
motor coaches 107M and 137M plus 93 year-old trailer 
car 12BT. 

In view of the expertise that the volunteers have 
gained over the past 16 years including near comple- 
tion of restoration of 107M it has been agreed that they 
continue their work in partnership with the Govern- 
ment and railways. It is anticipated that 137M will be 
restored at Bendigo Workshops while ElecRail under- 
takes the labour intensive body restoration of 12BT 
with its ornate wooden panelling. 

The Swing-door set is being painted dark brown with 
gold lining and stone colored roof which were the col- 
ors both Swing-door and Tait stock when originally 
electrified from 1918 onwards. These colors have been 
authenticated by real-life samples discovered when 
rebuilding the front of 107M. 

ElecRail volunteers as members of the Steamrail 
section responsible for electric train preservation are 
most grateful to the State Transport Authority Chief 
General Manager, Mr John Hearsh and the State 
Government for acknowledging their honorary efforts 
of the past and enabling them to provide input into the 
Tait Train Project and continuing participation in 
Swing-door restoration. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights ? 
Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 
Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


— 
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When the suburban service was exten- 
ded to Pakenham, Tait sets were used 
at the start. Here we see a Down service 
at Sandown. (Barry Eadie) 


In the late 1970s there was a shortage 
of car sets for peak hour services, here 
we see a “Sandy” 6 car set at Caulfield 
on its way to Frankston. (Barry Eadie) 


M-T-D set that was the mainstay of the 
Sandringham line for quite a while 
leaves Windsor on the Down in October, 
1978. (B J Webber) 
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AROUND 
SYSTEM 


An Up Upfield service passes T406 in 
the Chrysler siding at Upfield on 
Tues.29.4.75. (Geoff Johns) 


Down Belgrave Tait departs Bayswater, 
while in No. 2 road E1104 waits 
patiently with an Up goods before 
returning to Melbourne after the evening 
peak. Tues.16.5.78. (Harry Williams) 


A sight that was once only a dream but 
should be a reality just after this 
magazine comes out. (Barry Eadie) 
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Big Wagons of the VR in 1899  sccnesevce 


Recently sorting through some old copies of -VR 
Newletter / came across this article below on the Oo 
class wagon. Six wagons were built at Newport 
Workshops between 1899 and 1902. They were con- 
verted to casualty trucks in 1912 and reclassed Hh in 
1957. I knew that I had seen them in recent years, but in 
a Slightly different form. 

After searching through my photographs | discovered 
that I knew of two that still existed. 4Hh and 2Hh are 
presently at Ballarat and Geelong loco depots, respec- 
tively, the latter is in the better condition of the two. Both 
wagons appear to be out of use and I wonder when they 
were last used? If anyone knows anything else about 
these wagons please notify Newsrail. /t can be seen from 
the photos the changes that have taken place since 
originally built. The following, written by C L Wadelton, 
a former Spencer St stationmaster, appeared in the 1967 
December VR Newsletter. /t would seem that the title 
would have been more correct if it were ‘‘The Big Six”’. 


THE BIG FOUR 


This account of the impact made by the arrival — 66 
years ago — of the first 45-ton wagons, was written by 
Mr CL Wadelton, a former Spencer St stationmaster, 
who was then a goods clerk at Korumburra. 

It was 1901, and the cry had gone up for larger 
capacity trucks (as they were then called) to cope with 
the wheat, coal and mineral traffic. The standard goods 
wagon was the iron 15-ton I, but there were still a lot of 
10-ton wooden wagons in use. 

Well, we got the big wagons — four huge iron vehi- 
cles of 45 tons capacity, with a tare of about 20 tons, 
and classed Oo. 


Korumburra, Jumbunna, and Outtrim Mines were 
then dispatching over 4,000 tons of coal a week. So — 
to Korumburra the big wagons came, and received a 
very cool welcome. 


As the screens at the mines, and the grades of the 
sidings were not suitable, the mine managers flatly 
refused to use the wagons. None of their customers, 
they said, required such large quantities of coal in one 
order. 


One wagons was loaded with coal and sent to North 
Melbourne Loco Depot. The reaction from that Depot 
was prompt: ‘“‘Don’t send any more of them here!” 


The other three wagons remained idle in the mine 
sidings, and demurrage was duly booked up to the 
company. The managing director came down to see 
what it was all about. He came, he saw, and he left with 
a storm of invective hurled at the unfortunate SM. It 
was to the effect that “if anyone thought the company 
would use the - - - - - - freaks, he was as dim-witted as 
the man who invented them’’. 


Time went on, demurrage charges accrued, and cor- 
respondence multiplied. Eventually it reached Min- 
isterial level. Orders were then received to work the 
wagons empty to Melbourne, and a credit note cleared 
the demurrage charges. 

The wagons were afterwards converted to vans and 
used for breakdown service. 

(Six Oo class wagons were built at Newport 
Workshops between 1899 and 1902. They were rec- 
lassed HH in 1957, and are still in use for breakdown 
service.) 


Oo 6 as originally built, with hook and link couplings and steel doors and couplings. (VR RS240) 
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Above: 2Hh, handbrake end, at Geelong Loco, on 25.4.83 with 
no buffers but has the common type shunters step. 


Below: 4Hh rests quietly at Ballarat Loco Depot on 10.1.83. 
The wooden upper structure now makes it 11'6” high, the 
overall length remains at 48’. Since built, the buffers and 
couplings have been changed, the shunter’s steps have also 
been removed. (Both photos Allen French) 
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General News 


New Authorities officially start: As from Ist July, 
1983, VicRail no longer officially existed. Its place 
taken by the State Transport Authority. The MMTB 
became the Metropolitan Transit Authority. Many 
local celebrations were held to herald in the new 
Authorities including a Dinner Dance organised by the 
Australian Railways Union. It is known that quite a few 
railway employees organised their own festivities 
including some who held a wake for the departing 
VicRail. A ‘‘Death Notice’ appeared in the Sun 
newspaper as VicRail passed into the history books. On 
this day the members of the various Boards were also 
announced and the following people have won seats in 
the Board room. 
State Transport Authority: 
Keith Fitzmaurice, chairman and managing director, 
STA; John Hearsch, chief general manager, 
transport operations; Joan Farago, social worker, 
country passenger user; Colin Jordan, chief 
engineer, Port of Melbourne Authority, freight 
expert; Kevin Irvin, director, Central Highlands 
Regional Tourist Authority, tourism; Stan Picker- 
ing, member of the Victorian Farmers and Graziers 
Association General Council; Lynn Strouse, chair- 
man and managing director of the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority; Alan Reiher, Director-General, 
Ministry of Transport, and two employee represen- 
tatives to be elected. 
Metropolitan Transit Authority: 
Lynn Strouse, chairman and managing director, 
MTA; Dudley Snell, general manager, tram and bus 
transport, MTA; Keith Dunstan, journalist and train 
traveller; William Deacon, bus operator and mem- 
ber of the Bus Proprietors Association, Jenny 
Acton, research officer, ACTU; Keith Fitzmaurice, 
chairman and managing director, STA; Alan Reiher, 
Director General, Ministry of Transport; and two 
employee representatives to be elected. 


Clocks on again at Flinders St station: Three years 
ago the Flinders St clocks wound down, and it seemed 
they were never to tick again. That is, until Mon.6.6, 
when the Minister of Transport, Mr Steve Crabb, 
turned them on again. The 77 year-old clocks, as old as 
the grand old station itself, seemed to have run out of 
time as the era of the video screen arrived with the 80s. 

And late last year they were destined for the scrap 
heap, to make way for video screens. 

The public outcry against the removal of the clocks 
was so alarming, the State Government decided on an 
eleventh hour reprieve for the clocks. When the clocks 
were last in use, each clock had to be individually 
manually changed. 

The clocks had to be taken out and fitted with 
electronic mechanisms, which in turn operate the 
existing clock mechanisms. They have been put back 
and hooked up to the Metrol system. The clock 
restoration program cost approximately $65,000. This 
is just part of the $7 million facelift that Flinders St will 
receive over the next few years. 


Train of Knowledge comes to a final halt: It had been 
remoured for some time that the popular educational 
train the Train of Knowledge would soon grind to a 
halt. Now it is official, the train will finish at the end of 
the year. The train has been a favourite with school 
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children since its inception in 1958 following a success- 
ful train tour of Victoria by the Reservoir High School. 
The train is composed of wooden bodied carriages and 
although from the outside the cars look in reasonable 
condition they are difficult to maintain and do not 
meet the stringent safety standards and reliability of 
today’s modern rollingstock. Now that the STA is 
entering an era of exclusive steel rollingstock the ~ 
wooden cars do not meet current policy. It would be 
totally uneconomical to spend considerable finance on 
wooden cars that have reached the end of their life. 
Whilst the revenue received from the operation of the 
train has been most encouraging over the years, it is 
not sufficient to justify the very expensive outlay 
needed to bring the cars up to acceptable conditions. 


With current STA policy of having a smaller fleet of | 
rollingstock, but one that is used more extensively, 
there simply isn’t spare cars to operate the educational 
train which at times is away from Melbourne for up to 
a week. In the days when the train was first introduced 
there were spare passenger and sleeping cars lying idle 
at Spencer St which were normally only used at holiday 
times, such as Christmas and Easter when interstate 
bookings called for additional rollingstock. Naturally 
the STA is mindful of the train’s popularity and whilst 
it admits that the cancellation of the tours will be a big 
disappointment to many school children it had to look 
at the situation with an open mind and base its decision 
on realistic terms. 

Long before the decision to axe the train was given, 
many requests had been made to save it and even to 
increase the fares to help offset the cost of upgrading 
the cars. However, it was felt that to increase the costs 
to a level which assisted the cost of upgrading would 
place the tours out of reach of many families. However 
despite the gloom over the phasing out of the train 
there is one ray of hope, even though it may be a small 
one. If the interstate services are rationalised to the 
extent which both the STA and the NSWSRA would 
like there may be sufficient sleeping cars released from 
that service to justify a new Train of Knowledge if the 
demand is still there. (KW) 


Petrol wagon derailment results in safety review: 
Inspection programs for all tank wagons operated by 
the STA have been tightened. The maximum per- 
missible speed of tank wagons had been reduced to 65 
km/h pending the outcome of action to further 
improve operating conditions. The moves follow the 
derailment of a broad gauge oil train near Wangaratta 
in April. 

The board of inquiry launched by the STA found 
that neither the track or the wagon had caused the 
derailment but rather a combination of both factors. 
Extensive investigations had established that a com- 
bination of track and wagon conditions had lead to an 
oscillating movement of the fourth wagon in the train, 
allowing one wheel to lift and mount the track. The 
following 13 wagons derailed as a result and 
spreadeagled across the track. A number of measures 
will be taken by the STA to ensure a tightening of 
safety procedures — 

* all tank wagons will be fitted with ride control bogies. 
a review of examination procedures in relation to 
displaced bearing wedges is underway. 


* 
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stronger measures to ensure that the bands on tank 
wagons are tightened. 

maintenance procedures are being reviewed to 
ensure that bogies are overhauled at more regular 
intervals. 

whilst a five year cycle of track maintenance has 
been the standard in Victoria for a number of years 
this is now not considered adequate and will be 
reviewed. 

mechanised track maintenance cycles will be 
increased. 


| Whilst it is indeed unfortunate that it takes a disaster 


such as this derailment to implement improved safety 
measures, it is encouraging to see that at last some 
action is to be taken to ensure improved maintenance 
and more regular track upgradings. 


Werribee Electrification: On 16.4 a T class diesel 
electric loco was scheduled to haul a special train to test 
the dead overhead wires to Werribee. The special com- 
prised of the overhead inspection and lubrication 
screw-coupled Tait set 456M, 447M, 461M. Dual 
coupled, 6 wheeled ZD vans were marshalled at each 
end of the Tait cars to facilitate attachment to the auto 
coupled loco. Under normal electric operation this set 
is powered by 456M and 461M which have upgraded 
cab arrangements and seating to enable it to traverse 
long distances throughout the electric system. 447M, 
painted yellow is no longer a conventional electric 
motor coach having been converted to lubricate the 
overhead wires with grease applied through its pan- 
tograph. As at mid-June multiple unit electric 
passenger services were due to commence to Werribee 
on 21.8. A week later, 28.8, ElecRail proposes to com- 
memorate electrification by running a special Tait train 
(which will not normally be used in regular traffic) to 
Werribee. (POT) 


Busy Footscray: On Wed.18.4, during a period of train 
observation at Footscray, I recorded no fewer then ten 
different classes of locomotive in the just 2'4 hours. 
The ‘cast’, in order of appearance, was: 

T368: Down goods (low level) — 1000 

S302: Up goods (low level) — 1000 

X34: Down Bendigo pass. — 1001 

C506: Down goods (low level) — 10 52 

B83: Up South Geelong pass. — 10 59 

E1106: Down Newport Workshops — 11 10 

42202: Down s.g. goods (low level) — 11 36 

L1161: Down empty cars (Newport line) — 11 54 

H2: Down LE (low level) — 1202 

Y105: Down LE (low level) — 12 13 


In terms of variety of loco types, I submit that the 
above cannot be matched anywhere in Australia. It 
would be interesting to hear readers’ views on the mat- 
ter. 

The entire session produced 75 loco-hauled trains 
(including light engine movements) in less than 7 
hours. Again, these are figures which would be hard to 
equal elsewhere, making Footscray one of the nation’s 
best train-watching spots. (GE) 


Electric rail date set: Electrification of the Werribee 
railway line is scheduled for completion on Sun.14.8. 
Electric services are expected to commence one week 
later on Sun.21.8. This was announced during the 
week by Werribee MLA, Dr Ken Coghill. 

He welcomed the setting of a date as a step towards 
improving the transport facilities of Werribee. Re-con- 
struction of the railway station complex would be com- 
pleted by mid-August to coincide with the electrifica- 
tion. The existing station facility is to be stripped of its 
present concrete coating. This will be replaced with a 
veneer of brick tiles. A new cantilever verandah, simi- 
lar in style to the existing short verandah providing a 
flat roof over the platform, will be constructed. 


A suburban set that should please any suburban commuter. 113M shunts at Jolimont Workshops. 12.10.75. 


(Barry Eadie) 
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Traffic 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Service alteration: Major trackwork on the railway line 
between Lubeck and Horsham until the end of this 
year, will mean the Dimboola - Melbourne service 
starts by rail at Stawell most week days. Buses have 
replaced the trains between Stawell and Horsham. 
Trains affected are the 07 55 from Melbourne, and the 
1405 from Horsham. Buses connecting with the 
morning train from Melbourne will leave Stawell at 
11 40, and arrive at Horsham at 12 45. The afternoon 
buses leave Horsham at the normal train time. The 
connecting train leaves Stawell at 1515. Special 
arrangements can be made for passengers to Murtoa. 
Days not affected are alternative Fridays and ‘Mondays 
and at weekends. (PM) 


Miram station for sale: Miram’s former railway sta- 

tion is on the market The disused weatherboard build- 
ing has been damaged by vandals. VicRail’s works 

foreman at Dimboola, Mr Ed May, said recently the 

station had become a hazard to the public. Tenders for 
a sale and removal of the building closed on July 6. 
PM) 


Portland passenger service: In the Portland Observer 


recently, it was reported that a VicRail representative 
told a Hamilton seminar, that there is no room on the 
Ararat - Portland line for a reinstated passenger ser- 
vice. The representative was reported to have said 
“that with the introduction of remote control signalling 
and loop crossovers outside of station staff control, the 
reintroduction of a passenger service was not now a 
feasible goal’. Also, the rebuilding of the Balmoral - 
Noradjuha line — a “‘turkey track’? — was not on, nor 
was the relaying of the Hamilton - Warrnambool line 
likely to be undertaken. (WAD) 


SA wheat to Portland: Arrangements have been made 
to ship the south east South Australian wheat crop this 
year to Portland, instead of Adelaide. To balance this, 
Mallee wheat north of Ouyen will be transported to 
Adelaide, giving farmers in both areas lower transport 
costs. (WAD) 


Small Jet: On Sun.12.6 the 14.00 Down Jet was seen 
at Sunshine at 1411 with a consist of two VQDW 
wagons, a VLCX van 8300 hauled by C504, C505 and 
T406. (GMcL) 


Up Jet: On Wed.22.6, an Up Jet was seen at West 
Footscray hauled by C501, and T345 with 24 bogie 
wagons and a 8300 van. (GMcL) 


Railcar replacement: On Mon.20.6, the replacement 
for the 09 05 Down Bacchus Marsh DRC was a train 
with B65, AE, AE, AS and CW. This train crossed the 
09 25 Up Bacchus Marsh pass. with T385, BCPL, BPL, 
BPL, BW at Rockbank at 09 54. (GMcL) 


Stawell crossing problems: On Wed.1.6 at 17 05, S302 
and 1323 arrived at Stawell on a Down Jet with 30 
wagons. This train was too long for No.2 road and the 
locos stopped across the level-crossing near the old 
Grampians line. Meanwhile C509, S306, T324 were 


Centre Pages: An Up Flinders St service works upgrade 
out of Mordialloc on 29.10.82. (Stephen Palmer) 
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waiting at the outer home signal on an Up Jet with 47 
wagons. This heavy train was drawn forward for a crew 
change. After the guards changed over the train 
experienced great difficulty in restarting. Meanwhile 
the Down Jet was divided to allow the Seaby St level- 
crossing to be cleared — in all 3 level-crossings were 
blocked for about 20 minutes. The locos and several 
wagons were run down the old line to the grain silos. 
After a great deal of effort and much sand the Up Jet 
finally restarted and proceeded up Big Hill at less than | 
walking pace at about 17 25. The Down Jet was even- 
tually rejoined and left at 17 40. (PM) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Swan Hill report: Passenger traffic over the Queen’s | 
Birthday weekend reached a new peak as will be indi- | 
cated below. Excluding those passengers who arrived 
or left Swan Hill on the Saturday and Sunday services 
some 623 passengers either left or arrived at Swan Hill 
on the following trains. 
17 40 ex Spencer St on Thur.9.6. 
17 40 ex Spencer St on Fri.10.6. 
18 40 ex Swan Hill on Mon.13.6. | 
16 00 ex Swan Hill on Mon.13.6. Holiday special with | 
94 passengers leaving Swan Hill. | 
16 40 ex Swan Hill on Tues.14.6 with 92 passengers 
including 40 on special VicRail tour for Swan Hill | 
Jockey Club winter carnival, these passengers 
arrived at Swan Hill on the 17 40 ex Spencer St on— 
the previous Thursday. | 
The problem of the shortage of passenger cars would 
seem to be on the way to being overcome as for the 
first time a special holiday train has left Swan Hill com- 
prised of fully airconditioned stock ACN, BN, BN. 


Sun.12.6 saw another first for Swan Hill when three 

trains were in the yards at the one time with three con- 

sists all N cars. 

X39 ACN, BRN, BN, to form the 06 40 Up on Mon- 
day. 

X40 ACN, BN, BN, for the speciall6 00 Up on Mon- 
day. | 

B81, B84, ACN, BN, BN, the normal Melbourne, 
Swan Hill and return Sunday service. (AF) 


Block fuel trains to Swan Hill: Block fuel trains com- 
menced running to Swan Hill during the first week of 
June. These trains drop off tankers at Kerang on their 
way through. T class engines have been used but the 
train which arrived on 16.6. was hauled by X36. X36 
however did not wait to haul back the empty wagons 
but left immediately on the 15 00 Up goods. (AF) 


Sea Lake: Inspection of the lines running into two fuel 
depots at Sea Lake would indicate that it is some time 
since rail tank cars have been run into them. Rail | 
wagons were unloaded at the BP depot during 1982 but 
it would appear none have been used during this year. 
Some grain is being outloaded from stations on the 
Kulwin line and a number of GH wagons are in the Sea | 
Lake yards at this date. (AF) 


Koondrook station to stay put: Kerang Shire Council 
has dropped a proposal to move the _ historic 
Koondrook passenger station and platform from its 
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unique position in the main street to Apex Park on the 
‘banks of the Murray River. This change followed 
instructions from the National Trust which advised 
‘that it had received representations from the Kerang & 
Koondrook Tramway Association expressing anxiety 
at the proposal. The Trust said it was surprised as it had 
understood the idea had been rejected and met with lit- 
‘tle favor. The Trust reiterated that it would entirely 
oppose the relocation of the building as it was unique 
by reason of its location. “‘To move it would destroy 
something in which the Shire can take pride”’ the Trust 
stated. However, despite the strong letter from the 
National Trust the local ward councillor’s motion that 
“Council at this point of time had no thought of 
relocating the station’? was somewhat cagey in that he 
said the Council would leave its options open by insert- 
ing ‘‘at this point of time’? which may well lead to 
another controversy in the future. (POT) 


/Echuca line bridge to be rebuilt: VicRail proposes to 
strengthen and redeck the railway bridge over the 
‘Campaspe River at Rochester. Plans were being 
finalised and work had been programmed to take place 
next financial year. Concern had been expressed by the 
Railway Union and by people in the Echuca area over 
the condition of the bridge and reports that it was not 
to be upgraded. VicRail also intends to maintain the 
track to a condition which will allow goods train speeds 
of 55 km/h for fully loaded VHGY hauled by B, S or X 
class locomotives. (FS) 


ALBURY LINE 


The Daylight: On Sat.11.6, the Down Daylight was 
headed by 42217 and had 7 cars. (JI) 


Myrtleford report: 

_Tues.3.4: Goods to Porepunkah and return with T371. 

_ On departure from Myrtleford on the return trip the 

_ train was quite a long one trailed by 11 bogie vehicles 

anda ZLP van. 

Tues.10.4: Loco Y171 hauled a train of superphosph- 
ate and left Myrtleford with 15 GYs. 

Tues.17.4: Loco Y170 arrived Myrtleford with a 
VLDX, 2 ALFY, 5 GY, G, VLCX, WBAX, ZLP1S. 

Thurs.19.5: Loco 1351 arrived Myrtleford with 2 
WBAX, VBAY, 3 WBAX, ALFY, 2 ALGX, ALPY, 
3 VLCX, 2 ALGX, WBAX, ZLP. 

Wed.25.5: Loco T355 did the honours again with 13 

bogie vehicles and one GY. 


~Y130 goes through South Dynon 
_ Junction as it works a rake of stock- 
trucks from Newmarket to Brooklyn. 
(Barry Eadie) 
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Thurs.26.5: T342 arrived with 10 bogie vans and bra- 
kevan CA3. 

Fri.27.5: T344 did the round trip, arriving with 3 bogie 
vans and a van ZLP34 and departing with 11 bogie 
vehicles. 

Mon.30.5: T368 arrived from Wangaratta with a ZF 
van only. It departed with 10 bogie vans. 

Tues.31.5: High horsepower T412 did the round trip 
and left with GYs, 2 ALCX, ALGX, ABVA, VLBY, 
VLEX, ALGX, VLCX and van ZLP60. 

Fri.3.6: T361 with 7 bogie vans. 

Sun.12.6: K class loco 153, Yarra, 3ABE, 60BW, 
62BW. 

Mon.13.6: Special pass. train with T368, K190, Yarra, 
3ABE, 60BW, sleepers, 8, 7, 5, 10, 9, 6, Goulburn, 
Carey« On the Up trip first section left with K190, 
Goulburn, 60BW, 3ABE, Yarra and second section 
with T368 and sleeping cars and Carey. 

Wed.22.6: Loco T368 arrived with 17 bogie vans and 
left with 11 vans all with tobacco. 

Thurs.23.6: Loco T380 with 12 empty bogie vans 
arrived and left with 11 vans. 

Fri.24.6: Loco T367 with 5 vans and left with 11 vans. 

Mon.27.6: Loco T380 arrived with vans NLJX, VLEX 
and ZLP 25. Rare to see NSW van in tobacco traffic. 
Left with 9 vans. 

Tues.28.6: Loco T365 arrived with van ZLP 23 only. It 
left with 9 bogie vans. (IM) 


Busy Sunday: Who said Sunday was a quiet day? On 
26.6 two Up freights ran within 10 minutes of each 
other. At 1350 NSW loco 42202, T411, T410 ran 
through West Footscray with 25 bogie wagons and van 
and then at 13 59 loco 42207 ran past with 11 wagons 
and a van. (GMcL) 


EASTERN LINES 


Bus and train: The Leongatha to Melbourne bus ser- 
vice could be maintained even if passenger trains are 
re-introduced to South Gippsland. Studies made by the 
South Gippsland Transport Inquiry have found an 
overwhelming support for the bus service from 
passengers. The Minister of Transport, Mr Steve 


Crabb, has told the inquiry that he is commited to re- 
introducing trains on the line. But the Department is 
looking at variations which could see the bus service 
maintained. It would run in conjunction with the train 
service. 


i* 
(1336) PAT 3366 


Lilydale is one of only a few suburban stations to still have a 
TH E regular goods service. On 27.5.83, “Flat Top” T class No. 336 
ran the goods. Opposite above, we see it at Mitcham after it 
had shunted, while opposite below, it waits in the sun at 


[| LYDA LE Lilydale as a Harris train departs for Melbourne. When the 
line was clear, 336 pushed its load of cement upgrade to the 

Cave Hill siding and is about to be locked away. Below, 55RM 

leaves Lilydale via the back platform and returns to 

G OODS Mornington after running a special to Healsville. 


Sun.25.11.79. (Barry Eadie, John Dare) 


Works 


As work on the Werribee electrification nears completion, we see an early shot of 61RM passing the overhead 
gang near Paisley on Tues.4.5.82. (John Dare) 


Western line CTC and relaying work: The relaying 
work appears to have almost reached Murtoa, with the 
heavier rail noted in place between Horsham and Mur- 
toa. No.2 road at Lubeck and No.2 road at the new 
Deep Lead Loop have also received the new rail, 
although the main line is yet to be relaid at both of 
these places. CTC loops are being installed either by 
extending existing crossing loops at stations or by 
building new loops. Stations with extended loops 
include Lubeck and Horsham. New loops noted were 
Deep Lead, Murtoa and Pimpinio. 

Deep Lead Loop: The new loop is situated on the Down 
side of the line between Deep Lead and Glenorchy. 
Track work appears complete but signals and point 
motors are yet to be installed. 

Lubeck: The new (but as yet unused) loop is a long 
extension of the existing No.2 road in the Up direction. 
The loop has also been extended in the Down direction 
by the installation of a new (as yet unused) crossover 
between | and 2 roads at the divergence of the branch. 
No.3 road, which serves the grain silo, has also 
received a long extension in the Up direction. The 
mechanical signalling is still in use with some 
crossovers and their associated disc signals removed. 
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Murtoa: Some crossovers and sidings have been 
removed including the double sided dock platform 
road which was cut into the Down end of the platform. 
The back platform road, its days rumoured to be num- 
bered, still runs beneath the picturesque but seemingly 
delicate arched footbridge. 


Murtoa Loop: The loop is situated on the Up side of 
the line between Murtoa and Jung. All track work and 
signalling appears complete. A new colour light signal 
has been installed to control the entrance to the single 
line section from the Murtoa end when CTC working 
is introduced between Murtoa and Dimboola. 


Dooen: The former crossing station has now been 
reduced to a staff locked loop siding which serves the 
grain silo. All signal arms have been removed but 
some posts still remained in place and presented a 
rather forlorn sight in the evening gloom. 


Horsham: New track and signalling arrangements in 
connection with the CTC installation have been in use 
for some time. A new signal panel has been installed in 
place of the panel which was put into use when the 
mechanical signalling was replaced. 
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| 

|Pimpinio Loop: The new loop is situated between Pim- 
pinio and Wail on the Down side of the line. The loop 
is complete and has been in use for some time as a 
crossing place under the local control of a signalman. 


‘The former electric staff sections Murtoa - Jung - 
Dooen - Horsham - Pimpinio - Dimboola have been 
replaced as an interim measure by the staff and ticket 
sections Murtoa - Horsham - Pimpinio Loop - Dim- 
boola. This has released the pole lines which were used 
in electric staff working for use in the CTC installation. 
Commissioning of the CTC between Murtoa and Dim- 
boola has been rumoured to be ‘“‘about to happen’’ on 
many occasions over the past couple of years, and from 
the advanced state of the works, it appears that the big 
event may be soon about to happen for real. [As we 
went to press, it was held up by an industrial dispute — 
_Editor.] (WDSRS) 


Kerang camp: A new “‘instant village’’ sprung up in 
Kerang during the Queen’s Birthday weekend holiday 
‘in the form of a VR mobile track gang camp. Instead of 
the traditional old style converted passenger carriage 
‘‘bug-huts”’ the camp comprises modern new portable 
buildings which arrived on a fleet of flat top wagons. 
| The camp is one of about six being established around 
Victoria as part of a regionalisation scheme. Permanent 
sewerage, power and water facilities have been 
‘installed, only the buildings are moved from place to 
place. Some 75 men will be accommodated at the 
Kerang site to spend four months rehabilitating the 
track between Barraport and Manangatang on the 
Robinvale line which runs parallel some 56 km west of 
the Kooloonong line. The project will involve replace- 
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ment of 20,000 sleepers. The workers will be 
transported from Kerang to the site by bus. (POT) 


Box Hill station works: On Sun.6.6, the footbridge 
spanning the new Box Hill station was moved to a new 
position across the Up end of the new platforms. A 
new portable booking and parcels office has been 
placed at the northern end of the footbridge. By the 
end of June the old Down platform building had been 
demolished, along with most of the old platforms, 
while the subway has been all but obliterated. Virtually 
all of the shops on the south side of Main St are now 
vacant, with a few having already been demolished. A 
report in a local newspaper stated that the deck of the 
aan St bridge would be complete ‘‘by August’’. 
SG 


Parwan loop: As reported in last month’s magazine 
this loep is progressing well and the STA recently 
called tenders for the manufacture, supply, delivery, 
construction and erection of power signalling. 


Clarkefield signals: On 21.6, this station on the Ben- 
digo line took a step closer into the 20th century when 
the semaphore signals were electrically lit. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 
Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


The Up line was in the lower level with the Down line still on the high level where Roderick Smith photographed 
Box Hill earlier this year. The Down line has since been put in the lower level. 


Rollingstock 


New STA country cars: The Martin & King Pty Ltd 

contract for rebuild of 43 Harris car for country ser- 

vices iS Summarised: 

VR Contract 645202: 39 cars. 

11 sets 18.34 metre cars comprising — STH, SH, SCH 
cars. (S=short) 

2 sets 22.86 metre cars comprising — LTH, LH, LCH 
cars. (L=long) 

Provision made for sets to be built up to four cars by 

addition of a second SH or LH to match. Provision is 

made for operation of six car trains, consisting of two 

sets back-to-back with a P class locomotive either end, 

and the train can be driven then from either P class to 

suit. 

VR Contract 65203: 4 cars. 

Four railmotor trailers — code RMT — for use with 
Tulloch cars. 

Each car fitted with an independent diesel-generator 
set for on-car power for airconditioning, lights, etc. 
(DBG) 


‘‘New (old) railmotor trailers: The five former 
railmotor trailers (26-30MT) were purposely light- 
weight built (25 tons) so as to be hauled without 
radically slowing the diesel electric railmotors 
(originally petrol electric). Since the unfortunate 
demise over the last year of the MTs, the 55-year-old 
veteran DERMs have been forced to struggle along 
generally hauling heavier converted large ‘“‘W”’ 
wooden cars (35 tons) retrieved from VR standard 


gauge service but originally built for broad gauge, and 
even 45 tons BEs. Although a number of Harris trailer 
cars have been proposed for conversion to railmotor | 
trailers a new phase has appeared on the scene in that 
the four former steel country carriages built by the 
South Australian Railways and recently obtained from. 
Australian National are now to become railmotor 
trailers. These have suffered considerable rust 
deterioration, one so badly that it was returned to. 
South Australia and replaced with another in better 
condition. The cars undergoing restoration at Ballarat. 
and Bendigo Workshops are two 700 class 702,703, 56 
seat economy, length 62 feet, weight 39 tons, and 600. 
class, 64 seat economy, length 71 feet, weight 45 tons. 
and a 500 class, 42 seat first, length 71 feet, weight 45. 
tons. Their roller bearing bogies are said to compensate 


for heavier tonnage compared to brass bearing stock. | 


They are being painted blue and gold to blend with the | 
surviving DERMs but not the Tulloch silver rail cars” 
which are now receiving the tangerine treatment. Their | 
interior layout various from side corridor to centre aisle 
and different seating capacities. Strangely, these steel 
cars have fabric roofs. (POT) 


B class locos at Clyde Rosewater: The following B 

class units arrived at the Clyde premises, Rosewater, 

SA on the dates shown. 
B60: March 1983 
B71: January 1983 
B73: March 1983 
B77: February 1983 


(BMW) 


1VBW has had an interesting life. Born as an AW, it operated on the broad gauge for many years, 
was converted to standard gauge and has recently been sold to the Dorrigo Steam Railway and 
Museum in NSW. Seen at Glenreagh on 10.7.83. (John Buckland) 
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Passenger van 29CE: On Sat.2.7, van 29CE was 
sighted in Spencer St passenger yard fitted with short 
wheelbase four wheeled bogies of a pattern similar to 
those fitted to the MZF goods guard’s van. (WAP) 


Victorian locos in SA: The following sightings of C 

classes in SA have been recorded: 

On Fri.20.4, Alco unit 952 leading C503 with a goods 
train passed through Mt Lofty at 18 25 on its way to 
Tailem Bend. Following this train was Bluebird 
railcar 255 on its way to Victor Harbour. 

On Sat.21.5, Alco 952 leading C501 was seen at Good- 
wood at 10 30 on its way to Mile End. 

On Fri.3.6, Alco 951 leading C506 with a Down Tailem 
Bend goods train passed through Mt. Lofty at 18 25. 
Victor Harbour Bluebird railcar 259 followed. 

On Sat.4.6, a powerful combination of C classes passed 
Mt Lofty at 17 30 with a Down goods. Locos C505, 
510 and 504 had a long train following but made 
good progress. (BMW) 


VBPY vans on the move: STA van VBPY 114 which is 
painted in tangerine and silver to match the new N sets 
was a little out of its territory on Sat.4.6 when it was 
spotted by a reader standing in platform 13 at Adelaide 
station. VBPY52 was sighted in the same location on 
Sat.30.4. The movement of these vans around the 
State and interstate will be interesting to watch. 
(BMW) 


Depot sightings: 

Seymour — Sat.4.6: Y143, T331, T342, Y166, Y168. 

Wodonga — Sat.4.6: S309, S305, Y147, Y170. 

Benalla — Sat.4.6: Y119, 7334, Y161, Y122, Y120. 

Albury — Sat.4.6: 42215, 42209, 4477, 48106 and Vic- 
torian locos X44 and broad gauge loco Y147 shunt- 

ing the yard. (JI) 

Ararat — Sun.5.6: S304, T351, 361, 365, 387, 388, 
408, W263, Y155, Y156, Y160. 

Ararat — Sun.12.6: S310, T323, 326, 348, 366, 398, 
W263, Y152, Y155, 156, 160. 

“Ararat — Sat.25.6: S305, T325, 334, 353, 368, 372, 

375, 378, 379, 391, 397, W263, Y153, 155, 160. 

Ballarat East — Sun.5.6: 7331, 346, 397, W242, 243, 

~ Y151, 152, 154 and two W class minus number 

plates. 


-Alco’s almost made it: It was strongly rumoured that a 

442 Alco loco would haul the Spirit or Aurora through 

to Melbourne during June but it is understood that a 

last minute Union ban forced the Alco plan to be 

‘shelved. It is possible that a further attempt will be 

made later. 

Radio-equipped locos: 

H: 1-5. 

X: 31-54. 

B: 64, 65, 68, 69, 72, 74, 80-84. 

Y: 101-175 (I’m not sure about 172-174). 

S: 300-313, 315. 

T: 347-412 (326 is still equipped, too, I think). 

C: 501-510. 

L: 1152, 1154, 1155, 1157-1159, 1168 (and perhaps 
others also). 

N-set 3: (7BN, 8BN, 9ACN) has been combined with 

set N16 (46BRN, 47BRN, 48ACN), giving 7BN, 

46BRN, 48ACN (in service 6.6.83) and 8BN, 47BRN, 

9ACN )in service 22.6.83). 


AUGUST 1983 


Car 40BRN: (in 13BN, 40BRN, ISACN), after facing 
the opposite way to all other N cars for some weeks, 
was noted on 27.4, facing the proper direction (toilet 
end plose to the BN, snack bar end closest to the 
ACN). 


AN CD vans: Numbers 1, 2 and 3 have all been used 
on various trains within Victoria for some months 
now, venturing to Gippsland, Warnambool, Swan Hill 
and many other places, usually with S and Z car con- 
sists. 


Orange IBRS and 3BS: Have been included in a War- 
nambool consist for some months now, and on 28.6, I 
noted 3BRS (new) and 1BS (both orange) on a Swan 
Hill run. Orange 12BS has also just re-entered service, 
being part of the Vinelander consist on 29.6. 


Werribee electrification: All wiring is now completed 
as far as the old sheep-siding site, which is the end- 
point for the Down line, while the Up line still has to 
be wired as far as the racecourse platform. 


07 03 Up Werribee passenger: Was quite a sight in late 
April 1983 — on 20.4, it was run by C504, on 21.4 by 
C505, on 26.4 by C510, while a few weeks earlier, a 
final series X class (X53?) did the honours. On each 
occasion, the loco faced Melbourne which meant that 
on the Down trip (run empty), the locos would have 
been long-end leading. 


NSW’s June Railway Digest, reports that 421 class 
locos are no longer allowed into Victoria due to inade- 
quate soundproofing. 


By 29.6, I have seen the following orange S and Z cars: 
1BS, 2BS, 3BS, 12BS, 1BRS, 3BRS, 3BZ, 5BZ, 6BZ, 
2AZ (and 33CE). Orange VBPY vans include Nos. 11, 
27, 37, 41, 52, 54, 66, 68, 74, 81, 89-91, 112-117. 


Dynon, 20.5.83: Was colourful, with 42218 in the 
SRAs new colour scheme, on the s.g. turntable; 42205, 
in the yellow-ended or reverse colour scheme, refuell- 
ing, along with 42211 in the original livery. A fourth 
422, also in the new colours, was just departing as I 
arrived, so I missed taking its number (probably 42214 
or 42215). On 23.6, I noted T384 at Spencer St, with its 
cabside sliding windows replaced by winding-down 
windows.as used in B, C, S and X class locos. On 20.5, 
I saw T386 at Newport, with rear-vision mirrors fitted. 
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Above: Even though the S class Pacifics were cut up during 
S CLA SS the mid 1950s, their tenders still survive today. One is on a 

farm near Bairnsdale. (Neville Saxby) 

Below: The two together were photographed recently in a 
S TILL AROUND quarry near Morwell, it is believed they were used as fuel oil 

tanks at Traralgon Loco. (Keith Peters) 


218 NEWSRAIL 


IRON BARK 
GULLY BRIDGE 


Above: B79-84 ease the 1615 up Horsham pass. across the 
lron Bark Bridge near Bank Box Loop on Sun.3.1.82. 


Below: “David and Goliath” C506 and Y142 cross Iron Bark 
Gully with the 1225 Down Ararat fast goods on Sun.9.9.79. 
With the extension of Bank Box Loop recently, a walkway 
with handrails has been added to the bridge on both sides to 
allow the guard of an Up train to cross the bridge while a 
train is on it. (Both photos, John Dare) 


Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Horsham pass. delayed by sick passenger: On 
Sat.4.6, on the 0755 Down Horsham train a lady 
passenger collapsed just before Burrumbeet. The lady 
was in car B just near this correspondent. The girl from 
the buffet was called down and the conductor arrived 
soon after. The conductor acted promptly and gave her 
heart massage and the buffet girl mouth to mouth 
resuscitation. The conductor returned to the van to 
radio the driver. However neither Ballarat or Ararat 
control could pick up the message requesting an ambu- 
lance meet the train for a suspected heart attack victim. 
Fortunately the message was received by the driver of 
9146 Up express goods which was near Beaufort and 
he in turn contacted Ararat control. Shortly after 
Trawalla the lady responded to treatment and although 
she said she was now alright, the conductor convinced 
her that a check up in hospital was the best thing and 
that a ambulance would meet the train at Beaufort. 
Arrival at Beaufort was at 10 36 where C503 was on 
9146 Jet waiting for the passenger train. The ambu- 
lance arrived about 4 minutes later and after transfer- 
ring the lady the train departed at 10 49. This was an 
instance where the value and speed of train radio pro- 
bably saved a life and the action of all STA employees 
must be commended. (GMcL) 


Pittong goods derailed: The goods train from Ballarat 
to Pittong came to grief near Linton on Tues.7.6 when 
four VQCX wagons conveying containers came off the 
tracks. The train was hauled by T338 and 323. Both 
locos were not derailed and hauled the forward portion 
of the train to Ballarat. The train consisted of 14 bogie 
vans for 563 tonnes and rerailing of the wagons took 
place the next day. 


Adelaide freight delayed: On Thurs.16.6, the 17 50 
Down et was in trouble between Bacchus Marsh and 
Bank Box when the loco, C510, suddenly shut down. 
The train had 20 bogie vehicles for 1123 tonnes. 
Despite attempts by the driver the loco would not 
restart. Eventually help was summoned from Bacchus 


Marsh in the form of H2 and T323 which had brought 
in the local Bacchus Marsh commuter trains and for- 
tunately were still in the yard. These two units pushed 
the train to Bank Box. Here the driver was able to start 
C510 and the train continued on its way. C501 had 
already been sent from Dynon to take over the train 
but was not required and returned to Melbourne on 
arrival at Parwan. 


Up Jet stalls: Loco C501 hauling the 9130 Up Jet on 
Thurs.16.6, stalled between Ballarat East and War- 
renheip. Y152 was sent to push the train in the rear 
and the section was clear after a delay of about one 
hour. The Overland was slightly delayed by the inci- 
dent. 


Gas scare closes s.g. yard at Dynon: On Fri.16.6, the 
entire s.g. yard at South Dynon was closed down 
following leaking gas detected from gas container 
loaded on a rail wagon VQEX7. All standard gauge 
freight and passenger movements ceased at 17 30 and 
all electrical power in the yard was switched off. The 
Spirit of Progress and the Southern Aurora to Sydney 
were, however allowed past the scene subject to a walk- 
ing pace speed limit. Passengers off the Up Daylight 
were transferred to a special silver suburban set at 
Sunshine to continue their journey to Spencer St. 
Many s.g. goods trains were delayed and then com- 
bined as one train later in the night. The area was dec- 
lared safe at 23 50. 


Up s.g. goods delayed: On Sun.19.6, the 09 30 Up s.g. 
goods hauled by NSW locos 42207 and 42220 was 
delayed for over an hour at Violet Town loop attending 
to wagon NVGA30951 which had sticking brakes. 
Then it was discovered that there were fumes entering 
the cab of 42220 and two of the leading wheels on the 
front bogie were locked and could not be released. The 
loco was left in the loop and the train continued to 
Seymour loop where locos T410 and 411 were attached 
after being sent light engine from Dynon to assist the 
heavy train (1530 tonnes) over the Great Divide. 


Torrumbarry Lock Siding on the Cohuna line, near where it meets the Murray 
Valley Highway. It operated when the Torrumbarry Lock was being 
constructed, 1919-23. (L. E. Mitchell) 
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Taildisc 
RAILWAY QUIZ 


Answer to last month’s question: The short answer is 
YES (providing Belgrave station is open for ticket sales 
‘or the 4.19 am Up). 

The long answer that follows sets out a sequence of 
‘rains that will permit travel to all Zone 2 terminal sta- 
ions. It has been based on the Public Timetables effec- 
tive from 1.11.82 and on display 3.5.83. The method of 
showing the trains is; (location [dep. time] — [arr. 
time] [next location] [dep. time] etc.). Each location 
shown represents a change of trains. 

Belgrave 4.19 am — 4.44 am Ringwood 5.03 am — 
5.21 Lilydale 5.34 — 6.18 Camberwell 6.31 — 6.43 
Alamein 6.49 — 7.09 Burnley 7.12 — 7.41 Glen 
Waverley 7.44 — 8.20 Spencer St via Loop 8.27 — 8.54 
Williamstown Pier 9.04 — 9.13 Newport 9.19 — 9.30 
Altona 9.36 — 9.47 Newport 9.51 — 9.59 Footscray 
10.07 — 10.25 St. Albans 10.33 — 10.57 North Melb. 
11.01 — 11.28 Broadmeadows 11.44 — 12.10 pm 
North Melb. 12.26 pm — 1.58 pm Upfield 1.15 pm — 
1.55 Flinders St. 2.02 — 2.11 St. Kilda 2.18 — 2.27 
Flinders St. 2.33 — 2.40 Port Melb. 2.43 — 2.50 Flin- 
ders St. 3.14 — 4.01 Epping via Loop 4.14 — 4.43 
Clifton Hill 4.47 — 5.34 Hurstbridge 5.57 — 6.56 Flin- 
ders St. 7.04 — 7.34 Sandringham 8.00 — 8.23 South 
Yarra 8.24 — 9.24 Frankston 9.30 — 10.18 Caulfield 
10.21 — 10.50 Dandenong 11.04 — 11.49 pm Flinders 
St. 11.57 pm — 12.49 am Ringwood 12.52 am — 1.19 
am Belgrave. 
~ So 21 hours later you are back where you started 
from! 


This month’s question: With the Victorian Railways 
going out of existence at the end of June, when was it 
formed? 


Brisbane electrification surges ahead: Brisbane’s 
suburban electric train services have been extended 
north to outer-suburban Petrie 27.5 km from the city 
on the main north coast railway. The new services 
commenced on April 24th after an official commis- 
sioning on Saturday, April 23. Four electric trains will 
run in peak morning and afternoon services and half- 
hourly off-peak trains will replace diesel-electric trains 
presently running to an hourly schedule. The $9.5m 
project has been completed seven months ahead of the 
originally projected date of November. When installa- 
tions are completed on the Thorneside line later this 
year the last link in the total electrification of the 
suburban area costing $260m will be completed. After 
that, QR plans to continue electrification beyond the 
boundaries of the original electrification scheme com- 
menced in 1974. A total of $6.7m has been approved 
for the rebuilding and electrification of the 11.5 km of 
line between Kingston and Beenleigh, of which $2m is 
to be spent on preliminary work this financial year. 
Proposals also exist for the extension of the new Petrie 
electric service to Caboolture (49.5 km from 
Brisbane). Patronage of Brisbane’s electric trains is 
reported to be rising at the rather phenominal rate of 
17% per annum. (RB) 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 195. 


WANTED BUY 


Bowden — The Great Southern Railway. First Edition, 
Melbourne 1970. W. A. Shepherd, 22 Howard St, Glen Iris 
3146. Phone 25 4785. 


SITUATION VACANT: Due to our news editor receiving a promotion in his 
employment, he can no longer stay on our staff. The person for this position will 
be required to collect, collate and prepare the news section of the magazine, and 
forward it on to the printer. Typing, as well as a-knowledge of railway working 
would be an advantage, but not a necessity. For further details, contact Kevin 
Wright, P.O. Box 139, Epping, 3076. 


PHOTOS REQUIRED: Do you take colour prints or black and white photos? 
Would you like to see them in Newsrail? Over the last few months the number of 
photos being sent to Newsrail has dropped right off. As each issue requires over 
30 photos on average, a constant supply is required to keep up our standard. 


NEWSRAIL 
NEEDS 
YOUR 
HELP 


REPORTS REQUIRED: Even though we have our regular reporters of news each 


month, there are large areas of the state we hear very little from. If you live in one 
of these areas, why not jot down each month anything you believe would be of 
interest and send it in. One area we hear very little of is works. The underground 
was built with very little reported, the Werribee electrification and the duplication 
east of Ringwood is nearly finished and we have had very few reports on either. 


ARTICLES REQUIRED: Do you like reading articles? We do. Unfortunately we 
are not receiving too many at the moment. Do you have a favourite line or class of 
loco? Have you done a trip lately? You may have found memories of an event in 
the past. Why not put pen to paper, and if you have any photos, send them in. 


Addresses of the various editors are on page 195. 


AUGUST 1983 221 


BRANCH LINE ~- 
CU CS cos CO CS RS ces Meee UCT TT 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


THE 


CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


r 
| 
I 
! 
I 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
RAILFAN Phone: (03) 723 1211 
: OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
ft 
SHOP ! 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
| OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
| Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. | 
| Model Trains from US.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. | 


r) BOOKS r) MAGAZINES I New and used models. Bankcard welcome. | 


® BADGES e RECORDS HOBBYCRAFT 
@ SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS for Model Railways 


“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 


Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
home delivered? 


MELBOURNE, 3000 


DETAILS: 
A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 


Telephone: 67 2480 Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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OXFORD PUBLISHING CO. Steam in South Wales, North and West 
British Railways Standard Steam ............ $19.95 Swansea erent a real ake DS esea Naan e Ms $13.95 
Around the Branch Lines No. 1 Southern..... $1395 Sunset of British Steam ..................... $13.95 
Brel Locomotive Works .................00005 $13.95 BLANDFORD PRODUCTIONS 
Complete British Rail Maps Gazetter The Call of Steam .......... 0... cece eee $21.95 
VBSONGBT eee eee $15.95 In Search of Steam .........0..0c0ccceeee eee $21.95 
Freight Trains of British Rail ................. $13.95 | 
: : DAVID AND CHARLES PUBLICATIONS | 
Freight Wagons Loads Service — . i 
GWR., British Rail, West ...........0eeee ee $23.95 Garratt Locomotives, 2nd Edition .......:..5.5 $29.95 
GW. Absorbed Engines, Pictorial Record ..... $25.00 A.R.H.S. PUBLICATION 
L.M.S. Locomotives, Vol. 1, Railway Freight Wagons of N.S.W............. $9.95 
Illustrated History of .................0..00. $30.00 WESTCLOX BRAND 
GW. Engines Pictorial Record ............... $36.00 “The Conductor" Nickel Watch $23.95 
100 Years of the GWR. oo... $13.95 ee net eens 
LN.WR. Coaches, Illustrated History of ....... $30.00 Packaging and Postage: $1.50 
Rail Atl Britai EdiON: ciscccecsiea ess $9.95 . 
all: tlas of Britain, 3rd Edition Red Heart Souvenirs 
Spirit of the Great Western .................. $13.95 35 TODD STREET 
GW. Engine Sheds 1837-47, P.O. BOX 1013 
Historical Survey of ..................000.. $15.95 ALICE SPRINGS, 5750 


Steam in South Wales, Vol. 1, Valleys ........ é TELEPHONE (089) 52 3128 
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EX WAGR ‘V’ 1209 EX TGR DP29 


STEAM OR DIESEL? 


WE HAVE BOTH FOR YOU ON THE 
BELLARINE PENINSULA RAILWAY! 


Steam Trains run over 10'/2 miles of line between Queenscliff and 
Drysdale every weekend, with Diesel Railmotor service on days of 
total fire ban. 


But we need your support to return V1209 and DP29 to active 
service! 


A donation to either the appeal for V1209’s restoration or the 
transportation of Railmotor DP29 from Tasmania will be gratefully 
acknowledged. 


If unable to help financially, a donation of your time and labour 
will greatly help in the running of the Bellarine Peninsula 
Railway. 


DONATIONS MADE PAYABLE TO: 


GEELONG STEAM PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 166, BELMONT, 3126, VICTORIA 
(DONATIONS OF $2.00 AND OVER ARE ALLOWABLE TAX DEDUCTIONS) 


OR PHONE QUEENSCLIFF STATION (052) 52 2069 
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35 oe STREET 
PO. BOX 1013 

ALICE SPRINGS 5750 
TELEPHONE (089)523128 


T. SHIRTS 
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SLOPPY JOES 


SLOPPY JOES 
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M & GN in Focus $ 6.90 
Steam in East Anglia $ 9.40 
Steam around North Norfolk $ 5.20 
M & GN in Action $ 6.90 
Cambridge-Kettering Line Steam $ 5.20 


Eastern Counties Past & Present (Bus) $ 9.40 
Diesel Multiple Units: Eastern England$ 5.20 
Steam around Norwich $ 5.20 
North Norfolk Railway Album $ 5.20 


Paddington Steam $ 5.20 
Barton Past and Present (Bus) $ 9.40 
Steam around Peterborough $ 5.20 
Steam in the East Midlands $11.60 
Essex Steam $ 5.20 


Eastern National Past & Present (Bus) $ 9.40 
Steam around Leicester $ 5.20 
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8-18 WHITE OR 
CREAM 
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Silverton Tramway Locomotives $2.40 


S.A.R. Narrow Gauge Locomotive 


Register $2.40 
South Australian Preserved Locomotives $2.60 
S.R.A. Locomotives $1.80 
Newcastle’s Steam Finale $3.90 
Australian National Locomotives 

(Tasmania) $1.80 
Westrail Locomotives $2.40 
Station Pictorial — 1 $2.40 
S.T.A. Railcars $1.80 
N.Z.R. Locomotives $2.40 
A.N. Locomotives 1982 (SA & NT) $1.80 
Railway Photographer: 

Douglas A. Colquhoun $2.40 
Coals to Hexham $3.40 
Coals to Maitland $5.00 
Southern Steam in the 60s $5.00 
Westrail in Focus $2.40 
Railway Photographer: John Burgess $2.60 
Vicrail Locomotives 1982 $1.80 
Railway Photographer: John L. Buckland $2.60 
Mile End’s Steam Finale $7.90 
C17 an Ipswich Portfolio $2.60 
B.H.P. Locomotives $2.90 
Bus & Coach Pictorial: S.A. $2.40 
Bus Fleets: S.T.A. Adelaide $1.90 
10 Class Tribute $5.90 
Buses of the Garden State $6.90 
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